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BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 21-104 


HANNAH BLACKMAN, DVM CONSENT AGREEMENT 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 4825 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 


Nee ee NON Ne” 


In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and responsibilities 
of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 et. seq. and A.R.S. § 41-1092.07 
(F) (5), the undersigned party, Hannah Blackman, D.V.M. (“Respondent”), holder 
of license No. 4825 for the practice of veterinary medicine in Arizona and the 
Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings of Fact, Conclusion of Law 


and Order (“Consent Agreement”) as final disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter pursuant 
to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to entering into 
this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing concerning 


this case. She further acknowledges that at such hearing she could present 
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evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives her right 
to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent Agreement 
will not become effective until it is signed by the Board’s Executive Director. 
Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing and returning this 
Consent Agreement to the Board's Executive Director, Respondent may not 
revoke her acceptance of the Consent Agreement or make any modifications 
to the document, regardless of whether the Consent Agreement has been issued 
by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force and 
effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result in 
disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 


21-104, Hannah Blackman, DVM 


DATED this 4th day oa 2021. 


BEALL 


Hannah Blackman, DVM 


FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 4825 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. On January 31, 2021, “Jasper,” a 9-year-old male Maine Coon cat was 
oresented to Respondent for vomiting and not eating for the past few days. The 
week prior the cat was presented to the primary care veterinarian and was 
started on prednisone. The cat was also pulling his fur out after being kept indoors 
due to not feeling well; the cat was normally an indoor/outdoor cat. 

4. Upon exam, the cat had a weight = 6.14kg, a temperature = 101.3 degrees, 
a pulse rate = 220bpm, and a respiration rate = 60rom; mucous membranes = 
pink. Respondent noted the cat was hypersalivating and had an ulceration near 
the base of the tongue. She contacted Complainant (per Covid protocols) to 
discuss exam findings. Respondent advised Complainant that the cat had a 
wound/ulcer at the base of the tongue — mass or tumor also needed to be 
considered. The lesion could have been caused by an oral foreign body such as 
a string wrapped around the base of the tongue and there could possibly be a 
linear foreign body. 

5. Respondent recommended abdominal radiographs and sedating the cat 


for an oral exam, biopsy collection if indicated, and feeding tube placement to 
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allow the oral lesion to heal. Complainant stated she would be comfortable 
managing a feeding tube at home. Respondent further discussed referral to an 
internal medicine specialist for endoscopy, ultrasound, etc.; a feeding tube 
could be placed at that time. Complainant elected to pursue abdominal 
radiographs and feeding tube placement with Respondent. 

6. The cat was administered buprenorphine to facilitate radiographs. 
Abdominal radiographs were performed which revealed solenomegaly and 
inguinal popliteal lymphadenopathy. Additionally, buprenorphine was 
administered SQ and alfaxone IM. An IV catheter was placed, propofol was 
administered, and an endotracheal tube was inserted. Oral exam revealed an 
approximate 1 cm ulceration at the base of the tongue. Respondent flushed the 
lesion with chlorhexidine and placed an esophageal feeding tube with a 10 
French red rubber tube. Radiographs were performed to confirm placement and 
the tube was sutured in place. Respondent's associate, Dr. McAdam, reviewed 
the post feeding tube placement radiographs and felt placement was 
appropriate as well. 

7. The following day, the cat was discharged with instructions for feeding and 
feeding tube maintenance. Complainant was advised to continue 
orednisolone, and Respondent prescribed gabapentin, clindamycin, and mouth 
wash. 

8. On February 3, 2021, the cat was presented fo Respondent's associate, Dr. 
Landry, due to concerns of abnormal breathing. Complainant did not give the 
gabapentin as she thought the cat's lethargy could be related to the 
medication. She reported that when she fed the cat via the feeding tube, the 


cat would seem to cough up phlegm. The cat appeared to gag during the 
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feedings, would have raspy breathing, and occasional open mouth breathing 
over the past couple days. Complainant continued the orednisolone and 
clindamycin. | 


9. The cat was examined and diagnostics were performed. Radiographs were 


performed and reviewed by a radiologist. Dr. Landry discussed the suspected | 


oneumonia, as well as possible causes for the SQ emphysema, 
oneumomediastinum, and gas in the retroperitoneal space. She recommended 
removal of the esophageal tube and consider placement of alternative tube. 
Dr. Landry also wanted to collect a sample of the pleural effusion. Blood work 
was also performed - the cat was FIV positive. Complainant approved treatment, 
removal of the esophageal tube, and the thoracentesis. If the cat did well, 
possibility to transfer the cat to consult with an internal medicine specialist. 

10. Dr. Landry submitted Respondent's radiographs for radiology review. 

11. Dr. Landry removed the esophageal tube and then prepped the cat for 
the thoracentesis. Using a 22g catheter, Dr. Landry removed 9mLs of fan colored 
thin fluid from the thorax. The material was sent in for cytology and culture and 
sensitivity. The cat was medicated and placed on oxygen. 

12. On February 4, 2021, the cat remained hospitalized and medications were 
adjusted as needed for the cat's condition; prognosis was guarded. 

13. On February 5, 2021, the cat continued to decline despite treatment. A 
chest tube was recommended, Complainant declined. The cat's prognosis was 
grave. Complainant elected to humanely euthanize the cat after visiting due to 
quality of life concerns. 

14, Anecropsy was performed on the cat. It was noted that tan-grey to pale 


brown pasty material was found within the thoracic cavity resulting in atelectasis 
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and respiratory signs clinically. The material was also present within the soft tissue 
at the left lateral neck up to the level of skin incision for the esophageal tube 
placement.... The material was most consistent with wet food, likely Hill's a/d... 
The bacterial organisms within the thorax are most likely the result of food 
entering the thoracic cavity through inappropriate placement of the 
esophageal tube.... The cat was FIV positive and may have resulted in 
immunosuppression and increased susceptibility to secondary bacterial 


infections. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
15. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (22) Medical 


incompetence for improper placement of the esophageal tube. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 4825 be placed on PROBATION for a 
period of one (1) year, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall be 
completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include three (3) 
total hours of continuing education (CE) detailed below: 

1. IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory to 
the Board that she has completed three (3) hours of continuing education (CE) 
which meet the requirements of A.A.C. R3-11-402(A)}(1). Respondent shall satisfy 
these three (3) hours by completing CE in the area of esophageal tube 


placement. Respondent shall submit a course completion certificate(s) to the 
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Board for approval prior to the end of the Probation period. CE Hours earned in 
compliance with this order shall not be used for licensure renewal. 

2. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing the 
practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

3. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent Agreement. 

4. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters described 
and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in 
the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any 
term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal 
Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action 


authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 


ISSUED THIS &" DAY OF Vivemban, 2021, 


FOR THE BOARD: 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


Jim Loughead, Chairperson 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed 
This $3 _ day of D)vend-2021 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 


This_ 56 day of DJever4 , 2021 to: 
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Hannah Blackman, DVM 

Adaress on file 

Respondent 

Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 
this O° day of Pore rbr_, 2021 to: 


Clarissa B. Reiman 

Jones, Skelton & Hochuli, PLC 
40 N. Central Ave, Ste. 2700 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


By: Wine 
Board Staff 
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